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SIR, 


N conſequence of the friendſhip which I know to exiſt 
between you and my Brother, I venture to trouble you in 
his abſence with the following imperfe& account of a comet. 

The employment of writing down the obſervations, when 
my Brother uſes the 20-feet reflector, does not often allow me 
time to look at the heavens; but as he is now on a viſit to 
Germany, I have taken the opportunity of his abſence to 
fweep in the neighbourhood of the ſun, in ſearch of comets ; 
and laſt night, the iſt of Auguſt, about 10 o'clock, I found 
an object very much reſembling in colour and brightneſs the 
27th nebula of the Connoiſſance des Temps, with the difference 
however of being round. I ſuſpected it to be a comet; but a 
hazineſs coming on, it was not poſſible intirely to ſatisfy 
myſelf as to its motion till this evening. I made ſeveral 
drawings of the ſtars in the field of view with it, and have 
incloſed a copy of them, with my obſervations annexed, that 
you may compare them date 
Auguſt 1, 1786, 9 h. 50*, the object i in the center is like a 
ſtar out of focus, while the reſt are perfectly diſtinct, and E 
ſuſpect it to be a comet. Tab. I. fig. 1. 
10h. 337, fig. 2. the ſuſpected comet makes now a perfect 
iſoſceles triangle with the two ſtars a and 6. 

11 h. 8“, I think the ſituation of the comet is now as in > 
fig. 3.3 but it is fo hazy. that I cannot ory ſee ng ail 
ſar 6 to be aſſured of the motion. | 
By the naked'eye the comet is between the: au; and 5 3d 

Urſæ majoris, and the 1th, 15th, and 16th Coma: Berenices, 


Lacks and 


It 
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and makes an obtuſe triangle with them, the vertex of which 
is turned towards the ſouth, 

Auguſt 2. 10 h. 97, the cometMis now, wth reſpect to the 
ſtars a and 6 *, ſituated as in fig. 4. therefore the motion ſince: 
laſt night 1s eilen. 

10 h. 3o', another conſiderable ſtar e may be taken into the 
field with it, by placing à in the center; when the comet and 
the other ſtar will both appear in the circumference, as in 
fig. 5. 

Theſe obſervations were made with a Newtonian ſweeper of 
27 inches focal length, and a power of about 20, the field of 
view is 212. I cannot find the ſtars à and c in any cata» 
logue ; but ſuppoſe they may eaſily be traced in the heavens ; 
whence the fituation of the comet, as it was laſt might at 
10 h. 33', may be pretty nearly aſcertained. 

You will do me the favour of communicating theſe obſer- 
vations to my brother's aſtronomical friends. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


XZ, CAROLINE HERSCHEL. 

Slough, near — 1 W | * 5 \ 

Aug. 2, 1786. 0 Nes 8 / | 

* A doubt having ariſen 188 8 the identity of the ſtars marked à and b in the 
figures, I have examined that part of the heavens in which the comet was the 
1ſt of Auguſt, in order to ſettle this point, but find ſo many ſmall ſtars in that 
neighbourhood that I have not been able to fix on any of them that will exactly 
anſwer theſe figures; and as they were drawn from %obſervations made by moon- 
light, twilight, hazy weather, and very near the horizon, it would not be at all 
ſurpriſing if a miſtake had been made: however, as theſe figures were only given 


with a view to ſhew the motion of the comet, the concluſion of the change. of 


place, which was drawn from them, was equally good whether theſe ſtars were 
the ſame or different, | | 155 
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